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This September DSEi, one of the world's largest arms fairs, will once again arrive at the ExCel centre. While the 
international arms industry descends on Newham, public roads around ExCel will be shut and DLR stations will be 
closed to residents for the comfort of the arms dealers. The arms fair is trouble for those living in Newham. It is 
deadly for people living in conflict zones around the world.

 
Countries including Libya and Bahrain which have since turned their weapons against pro-democracy protesters, civilians, and 
children shopped at the last fair. Israel hosted a pavillion of its “battle-tested” weapons just months after its attacks on Gaza left 
over 1,300 civilians dead. At a time when Newham is facing cuts of £116 million from the council budget, the government will 
spend hundreds of thousands on hosting foreign military delegations while they shop for weapons at the arms fair.
 
Many local residents have direct experience of the devastating impact of the arms trade, and older residents still have vivid 
memories of the heavy bombing the area suffered during World War Two. A report by Newham borough council found that the 
arms fair “had a very significant negative impact on local people, especially in the Custom House area”, and the council voted 
unanimously against DSEi. Yet despite the protests of local people, the fair will open on September 13th.
 
The Stop the Arms Fair coalition are calling a day of action on 13th September which will bring protesters into the area. The day will 
involve protests, vigils, and creative actions on DLR trains. These are aimed at making sure the arms fair and the disruption it 
causes the local community never happens again. However, we recognise that demonstrations and the way police respond to them 
may cause inconvenience for local residents and apologise if this affects you.
 
If you're considering taking action, see www.stopthearmsfair.org.uk for more information.
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